
Overview

Moshe Rabbeinu exhorts Bnei Yisrael to keep Shabbat, and requests donations for the materials 
for making the Mishkan. He collects gold, silver, precious stones, skins and yarn, as well as 
incense and olive oil for the menorah and for anointing. The princes of each tribe bring the 
precious stones for the kohen gadol's breastplate and ephod. Hashem appoints Betzalel and 
Oholiav as the master craftsmen. Bnei Yisrael contribute so much that Moshe begins to refuse 
donations. Special curtains with two different covers were designed for the Mishkan's roof and 
door. Gold-covered boards in silver bases were connected, forming the Mishkan's walls. 
Betzalel made the holy ark (which contained the Tablets) from wood covered with gold. On the 
ark's cover were two figures facing each other. The menorah and the table with the showbreads 
were also of gold. Two altars were made: A small incense altar of wood overlaid with gold, and a 
larger altar for sacrifices made of wood covered with copper.

 There is a pasuk in Parshas Vayakhel, which reads: "And the 
Princes brought the Shoham stones and the Miluim stones 
for the Ephod and the Choshen" [Shmos 35:27]. Rashi 
cites a teaching of Chazal -- "What prompted the Nesiim 
[Princes] to contribute first at the inauguration of the 
Mizbeach [altar] [Bamidbar 7:1-2], while they did not 
contribute first at the construction of the Mishkan 
[Tabernacle]? The answer is that by the Mishkan, they took 
the attitude 'Let the public contribute whatever they 
contribute and we will complete any shortfall.' Since the 
public contributed everything that was needed, the Nesiim 
said 'What is left for us to do?' The only things not yet 
contributed were the Shoham stones and the Miluim 
stones for the Ephod and the Choshen and so that is what 
they brought. Therefore, they made sure to be the first to 
contribute by the dedication of the Mizbeach. Since they 
were somewhat lazy in contributing to the Mishkan, the 
spelling of the word Nesiim is defective in this pasuk 
(without a yud between the sin and the aleph)."
Rav Simcha Zissel Brody questions Chazal's assertion that 
the Nesiim were lazy. Offering to make up any deficit in the 
Mishkan building campaign does not sound like laziness. It 
seems very generous! Perhaps it was a mistake or a 
miscalculation, but why is it described as "laziness"?
Rav Simcha Zissel says that we learn from here something 
that we should all take to heart. Namely, whenever we 
have an opportunity to do something or not to do 
something and we decide to delay, even for the most noble 
of reasons, we should realize that such an attitude is really 
based on laziness and inertia. Regardless of the nobleness 
of the reason or justification for not doing something, a 
person must always carefully introspect and truly consider 
the possibility that the noble justification was only a fig leaf 
for a not so noble character trait – namely, laziness. 
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latest time for morning shema this week: 9.11am
earliest time for evening shema this week: 7.01pm

early summer kabbolas shabbos: 5.30pm
candle lighting this week: 6.15pm
erev shabbos mincha this week: 6.15pm
shabbos mincha: 5.55pm
shabbos ends: 7.05pm

DONATE
via SnapScan

Laziness May Be Lurking In Noble Decisions Not To Do Something Rabbi Frand - www.torah.org

shabbos candle lighting next week: 6.10pm



MUSSAR for
PURIM & PESACH

Thursday Nights 8:30 -9:10
WITH RABBI TZVI SCHWARTZ

Classroom near Small Shul - Men & Women

PURIM
Thursday, 3 March - B’Simcha

Thursday, 10 March - Destruction! Why?
Thursday, 17 March - The Test of a Yid

PESACH
Thursday, 31 March - A Heavenly Gift
Thursday, 7 April - The Few who Left

Thursday, 14 April - The Eternal Night
 Recordings of classes will be available at www.avtzvi.com

OHR SOMAYACH SOUTH AFRICA & THE CHOFETZ CHAIM HERITAGE FOUNDATION

CASH!

WIN
R1 MILLION 

FOR ONLY R1000 PER ENTRY
YOU STAND A CHANCE OF

WINNING R1,000,000 CASH
AS WELL AS VARIOUS VALUABLE PRIZES!

ENTRY CLOSES 6 APRIL 2016

ENTER ONLINE AT
www.R1m.co.za

Ohr Chodosh Kiddush

This week’s Ohr Chodosh Kiddush is kindly 
sponsored by  in honour of Anonymous sponsors
the community! Thank you!

SECURITY TIP
Remember, a suspicious person is anyone who is 
unfamiliar, who stands out or who displays 
strange/unusual behavior. Always trust your instincts 
and report anyone suspicious to your security head or 
the CSO  control room immediately.

This week’s Main Shul Kiddush is kindly co-
sponsored by:

Zelda Isaacson in the memory of her late 
husband   Professor Charles Isaacson, Chaikel 
ben Ezriel Herz, to commemorate his second 
Yortzeit which will be on Tues night 8 March, 
and also to pay tribute to his research which 
was published after his passing. Professor 
Martin Hale, head of Anatomical Pathology at 
Wits, will give a brief talk about late Professor 
Isaacson’s research.
Clive & Anne Bloch in honour of the Yortzeit 
of Anne Bloch's late father, Tzvi Ben Kalman

Main Shul Kiddush

Baby Boy
Mazeltov to  on the birth of Steven & Rosie Katzeff
a baby boy. The Shalom Zachor will IY”H take 
place at 11 Kinfauns Street, Sydenham from 9pm.

CANDLE LIGHTING
Please note that from next week 11 March 2016 the 
time for candle lighting begins to get earlier.
NEXT WEEK CANDLE LIGHTING 6.10PM

Grandparents
Mazeltov to  on the birth David & Fiona Aronovitz
of a grandson born to Yaakov & Elisheva 
Aronovitz in Gateshead, England

Mazeltov to  on the David & Rozanne Gordon
birth of a grandson born to Naama & Sauli 
Nathan. Mary  Mazeltov to great grandmother 
Kropman.

SHABBOS AFTERNOON SHIUR

RABBI AUERBACH
ADAR I & ADAR II - PART 2
A BOY THAT WAS BORN IN A LEAP YEAR ON
30 ADAR I, WHEN DOES HE CELEBRATE HIS 
BARMITZVAH?

Shabbos afternoon at 5.20pm


